
 

The Mt. Eden High School--- Orchestra P and Orchestra H, Symphonic Band P and 
Symphonic Band H,  Chamber Strings H 
 
Instructor: E. Ronnie Cato   Day/Time of Class: 1st & 7th period Room: D1 / Google 
Classroom 
Phone: 650 338 4949  Email: ecato@husd.us  Website - http://www.mtedenstrings.com/mehso 
 
Course Description 
This course focus is String Pedagogy, Theory, History, Group and Ensemble playing and Leadership skills.  
After school activities may include Color Guard/Marching Band, Chamber Groups, Lessons and Group 
Sectionals. 
This class satisfies the CA Music Standards for 9-12 grade (Advanced) 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/muadvanced.asp 
 
All students who complete this class will demonstrate:  

1. Knowledge, skills, and dispositions aligned with professional musical standards. 
2. The ability to create environments, systems, and practices in which all individuals are treated with 

respect, dignity, trust, and fairness.  
3. The ability to work collaboratively within groups as change agents who promote democratic 

engagement and seek to create socially just solutions. 
4. The ability to identify social injustices and the courage and commitment to engage in action and 

advocacy to redress them. 
 
How does this course connect with the real world?  
In classrooms marked by increasing cultural and linguistic diversity, successful learning for all students 
depends upon a pedagogically sound music curriculum delivered by teachers with the knowledge, skills and 
dispositions to deliver instruction leading to high musical/academic achievement. Such well-prepared 
teachers are especially critical in the instruction of music students, who may be lacking the 
musical/academic background knowledge. This can set them behind their music making peers. 
Well-prepared teachers can help to reverse the under-performance of music students by providing them with 
access to grade-appropriate curricula and also facilitating their acquisition of Music listening, reading and 
writing skills comparable to those of grade-level peers. The Mt. Eden High School Instrumental Music 
Program serves to prepare collaborative leaders, committed to professional excellence, social justice, and 
democracy who will influence a diverse and interconnected world. 
 
Grades and Expectations 
Performance grades consist of grades taken for participation and attendance in scheduled sectionals, 
scheduled  rehearsals, scheduled concerts, scheduled parades and scheduled music festivals.  To get full 
credit, the student must be on time and prepared to perform. A performance grade CANNOT BE MADE UP.  
The only excused absences from performances will be for family emergencies and serious illness. Class 
attendance is required, if you have an excused absence for class, you may make up the time you missed 
within one week. For example if you miss 7th period, then you may make up that time on another day within 
the week. You will also be graded on your participation and passing completion of the following...  
 
1. Recordings / Performance Tests ** 2. Concert Observation Assignment ** 
3. Theory Assignments 4. String Coaching Sessions 
5. Chamber Group Projects              6. Daily Participation / Attendance 
7. Concert Performances (Virtual if required)** 8. Listening Assignments 
 
School Instruments 
Some instruments are very expensive to purchase and, therefore, some are available through a check out 
procedure from the school. These instruments include: Violins, Violas, String Bass, and Cellos.. 
Unfortunately, there are only a limited number of these instruments available. However, there are usually 
enough to accommodate all of the students needing them. In order to be issued a school owned instrument, 
the parent and student must sign an instrument check out form acknowledging that they take full 
responsibility for the instrument.  The student is responsible for normal maintenance of his/her instrument 
and/or any damage to the instrument during the year. The student must provide accessories. A student who 
owns or is leasing his/her own individual instrument should assume the same responsibility and precaution 
as one with a school owned instrument. Please do not share your instruments. Be sure you have completed 
Instrument Loan form. We need the make, serial number, and finish of your instrument, because this 
information is necessary if it should be lost or stolen. Students should keep his/her instrument in good 
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condition at all times. Keep it clean, Keep a supply of rosin and strings in your case for back 
up. 
 
Auditions 
In effort to better assess your ability and experience level. All members 10-12 are required to 
submit a formal audition each year. The results help to better select and assignment music to each player. 
Admittance to Chamber Strings requires an audition. Freshmen have the option to audition if they choose. 
 
Required Technology and dedicated work space 
Due to Distance Learning, we will be using several apps for school work including, but not limited to ZOOM, 
Bandlab, Google Classroom, Flipgrid. During this distance learning period, please strive to create a work- 
space that is free of interruption which will allow for better focus and success. 
 
Recordings / Tests 
Periodic recording assignments will be given by both the Director and/or Section Leader. Criteria will be 
clearly given and accurate completion of this assignment will be required. During the year there will be days 
when students will be expected to play a required excerpt, exercises or scales for a grade. I will provide the 
music and dates at least one week prior to the testing period. Failure to complete these tests will affect your 
grade severely.  
 
Sheet Music 
All students will be provided a virtual folder to access and store their music and are responsible to care for 
their sheet music. All physical sheet music distributed to the students are the property of Mt. Eden High 
School and must be returned in good condition. Erasable marks are allowed, but please do not use pen or 
markers on your sheet music. We will store and keep the sheet music for future use. This will also help us 
contribute to the environment. 
 
Personal Items  
The Mt. Eden High School Music Program is not responsible for students’ belongings.  Leave all personal 
items of value at HOME. Phones must be put away during class.  The school is not responsible for personal 
items lost or stolen on school premises or on school-sponsored trips. The music department strongly 
encourages instrument(s) be included on the homeowner’s insurance policy.  
 
IIegal substances not permitted at any time - If a student is caught with carrying, using, sharing, or under 
the influence of an illegal substance on campus or any other school sanctioned function. They will be 
terminated from the program. Please refer to the HUSD School Board policy for more information. 
 
Reasons for excused absences:  
1) An excused illness from school. No note is required, but a call to the director, a voice mail message or an 
e-mail message explaining the absence is a good idea to insure that the director notes the excused 
absence.  
2) A personal problem explained with a parent/guardian call and authorized by the director prior to a 
scheduled event. Less than a one-week notification may result in a grade reduction.  
3) An emergency problem that cannot be addressed before the event. This MUST be explained with a 
parental note by the day following a scheduled event. (A message on the director’s voice mail or email 
address, if possible, is also appreciated.)  
 
Reasons for unexcused absences:  Failure to attend a scheduled event with no explanation.  “I forgot,” “I 
overslept,” “I had to go shopping,” or any other classic excuse that I am sure you hear as parents, as well. 
Too many unexcused absences will drastically hurt a student’s grade and may result in the student being 
excluded from performances, trips and/or special band events. 
 
Local Music Stores 
Here are a few reputable music stores that rent and or/sell musical instruments, books, and supplies. I 
suggest that you call ahead to ask if they have the instrument that you need and ask for the rental price. I 
have found that not all stores have the same prices. I do not recommend purchasing garage sale, pawn 
shop, or Costco instruments. They are usually poorly made and will need many repairs. 
 

 

 



 

West Valley Music 
262 Castro, Mountain View 

650-961-1566 

Allegro Music 
3115 Walnut Ave. Fremont 

(510) 793-3500 
 

 


